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The Victims of Crime:
‘Some National Survey Findings

Wesley G. Skogan

Since the mid-1960s, the problem of “crime on the streets” has been a
recurrent theme on the American political agenda. In platforms and
campaign speeches, candidates for office have espoused wide-ranging
solutions to control crime, from restoring the death penalty or aug-
menting police departiments to radical social and economic reform.
This political excitement has been translated into a variety of specific
crime-reduction programs. At the local level, rape erisis centers and
victim-representation programs have been instituted to provide sup-
portive services for the unfortunate targets of crime. Methadone-
maintenance programs have been initiated to respond to the perceived
needs of drug users. Halfway houses have been ereated to facilitate the
adjustment of prisoners returning to the community. Police communi-
cations hardware and equipment have been upgraded to enable them
to respond more rapidly to ealls for police assistance, on the presump-
tion that such activity will prevent many crimes from occurring in the
first place. The federal government has provided billions of dollars for
~state and local agencies to initiate and evaluate the effectiveness of such
programs, and it has fostered the diffusion of workable ideas throughout
the crime-control establishiment.

- This new attention to the performance of the criminal justice sys-
tem has highlighted an old problem. In spite of the introduction of
innovative programs, we still lack many of the most rudimentary mea-
sures necessary to decide which programs work and how our society is

.. Prepared especially for this volume. This essay was written while the author was a
--Visiting Fellow at the Law Enforcement Assistance Adrninistration, Washington, D.C.
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